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"OCEAN X Nakagawa Canal” Photography Exhibition
"The City Sleeps in Water, Waiting for Voices"
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May 23 (Fri) - June 1 (Sun), 2025
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5 Hirokawa-cho, Nakagawa-ku, Nagoya
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Photographer Tomohide lkeya, who has been observing oceans around the world,
presents a photography exhibition that dialogues with the memories of the
Nakagawa Canal.

The invisible relationship between humans and nature explored in his "OCEAN"
series resonates with the quiet landscape of the Nakagawa Canal, which once
served as an industrial waterway. Mud collected from the bottom of the canal and
dormant construction waste are transformed into new forms through the technical
collaboration with local company Kondo Printing.

Alongside Ikeya's works, creations by children who participated in the "Canal
Exploration! Children's Art Lab" workshop will also be exhibited.
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Fusion of the "OCEAN" series and Nakagawa Canal

Digital processing of photographs to express primordial landscapes with artificial elements removed

Using crushed mud and shells (mussels) from the Nakagawa Canal, mixed with plaster for the artworks
HMAB KT / Tomohide lkeya Development of a unique technique of printing photographs on plaster (a modern interpretation of fresco painting)

Creating works that question the boundaries between "artificial and natural” and "past and present”
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"Capturing landscapes from a perspective that connects the present and past across time, conscious of the inheritance of memory"
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During the "Canal Exploration! Children's Art Lab" workshop held on May 10-11,
children collected mud from the Nakagawa Canal and mixed it with plaster to
create the foundation for their artworks. They walked along the canal with
Tomohide Ikeya, taking photographs of the surroundings. The completed works
will be displayed in this exhibition.
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Artist Talk Event "Landscape and Memory"
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On May 11, a talk session themed "Landscape and Memory" was held between
photographer Tomohide lkeya and artist Tsumugi. They engaged in deep dialogue
about the relationship between human activities and the natural environment, and the

memories inherent in landscapes.
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Nakagawa Canal was once an important waterway supporting Nagoya's industrial
development. In 1964, it reached its peak with 70,000 vessels passing through
Yer, only four years later in 1968, the city experienced a radical change with
the closure of the Matsushige Locks.

Today, the boundary between the natural environment and artificial structures ha
s become blurred, and the canal has transformed into a waterway where living
creatures dwell. This exhibition explores the memories of these changes and new
possibilities from lkeya's artistic perspective.

This event is part of a two-year social experiment by PALET.NU, providing an
opportunity to explore the possibilities of the Nakagawa Canal through artists'
perspectives and to consider the connection between local resources and artistic
value.
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